	
Latest News - The 2002 Awards

Honours to Burundi, Sweden, Paraguay and Australia for answers to major global challenges 

Stockholm, October 10 -- The 2002 Right Livelihood Awards go to two organisations working for conflict resolution and healing - Centre Jeunes Kamenge (Burundi) and Kvinna till Kvinna (Sweden) - and two individuals - human rights activist Martin Almada (Paraguay) and scientist Martin Green (Australia).

Professor Martin Green of the University of New South Wales, Australia, receives an Honorary Award. Professor Green is the world's foremost researcher and inventor in the field of solar photovoltaic (PV) technology. The Jury acknowledges him "for his dedication and outstanding success in responding to the key technological challenge and moral imperative of our age: the harnessing of solar energy".
The Right Livelihood monetary award of 2 million Swedish kronor (approx. US$200,000) is shared by:

* The Centre Jeunes Kamenge (the Kamenge Young People's Centre) in Burundi, honoured "for their exemplary and indomitable courage and compassion, which have proved that, even after nine years of murderous civil war, young people from different ethnic groups can learn to live and build a future together in peace and harmony".

* Sweden's Kvinna till Kvinna Foundation, which was cited by the Jury "for its remarkable successes in healing the wounds of ethnic hatred and war, by helping women, often the prime victims, to be the major agents of reconciliation and "peace-building".

* Martín Almada, who was jailed and tortured by the former dictatorship in his native Paraguay. He was honoured "for his outstanding courage and persistent efforts to expose and bring to account the torturers and to set his country on a new course of democracy, respect for human rights and sustainable development".

The Founder and Chairman of the Award, Jakob von Uexkull, made the following statement to clarify the selection: "The resent world order, built on selfish greed, promotes intolerance and violence. A functioning global community demands a culture which prioritizes respect for life, diversity and justice - and technologies which do not make war on nature and the future. Our award recipients are building cornerstones of such a culture."

Further information about the work of the new laureates is given on separate pages.
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